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Block 18: Nature of Activity  
 

The proposed activities involve placing fill material in three jurisdictional areas, identified as 
Wetland D, Stream E, and Stream K, to support the overall project described in Block 19. 
 
Wetland D is a 0.12-acre wetland that has become established above a processing pond for the 
former industrial activities; overflow from the wetland currently discharges to Cross Creek via a 
culvert under County Road 74. Existing vegetation and accumulated sediments will be excavated 
from this wetland to improve flow through the feature, and the westernmost (upgradient) 
0.099 acres of the wetland depression will be filled with clean soil from adjacent areas on the site. 
Prior to filling, a culvert will be placed in the portion of Wetland D that will be filled to convey 
flow from Stream E, connecting to an existing culvert from Stream E to Wetland D. The surface 
of this filled area will be graded to promote stormwater sheet flow toward the remaining 0.021-
acre portion of Wetland D. Every effort will be taken to minimize incidental sediment fallback 
during removal of accumulated sediment in the unfilled portion of Wetland D. Excavation 
equipment (i.e., backhoe) will be situated in an upland area when working near the wetland, and 
best management practices (BMPs) such as straw wattles for containing runoff will be employed. 
Excavated material will be temporarily placed within the containment area, and disposed of on 
site away from the wetland. The unfilled portion of Wetland D will continue to receive upstream 
flow from the newly filled portion of Wetland D via the new and existing culvert from Stream E 
and from local area runoff. Flow collected in the unfilled portion of Wetland D will discharge 
into a catch basin that currently receives flow from two other existing underground drainage 
lines. An existing culvert will deliver overflow from the catch basin under County Road 74 and 
discharge to Cross Creek as it currently does.  
 
Stream E is a constructed ditch conveying stormwater flow from the two mill building roofs and 
adjacent uplands to a culvert that currently reports to Wetland D. This ditch is 582.4 feet long and 
varies in width from 3 to 15 feet, with an area of 0.14 acre. A culvert near the midpoint of the 
ditch conveys flow under a road; a drop structure at the north end of this culvert drains into 
another culvert trending to the southeast, reporting to Wetland D. Stream E will be backfilled 
with clean soil. Prior to filling, a culvert will be placed in Stream E to convey flow from the 
building drainage systems to the culvert drop structure. The backfilled feature will be graded to 
direct stormwater away from the buildings. Stormwater drainage from adjacent areas, which 
previously flowed into Stream E, will sheet flow to the unfilled portion of Wetland D described 
above, into the culvert and ultimately discharge to Cross Creek.  
 
Stream K is a manmade ditch conveying intermittent flow from a culvert under the upper rail spur 
(which traverses an upland slope) to another culvert in the lowland plant site drainage system, 
ultimately discharging to Cross Creek. The ditch is 214.5 feet long and varies in width from 2 to 
16 feet, with an area of 0.06 acre. The ditch will need to be filled to allow construction of an 
access road to support the interim actions and site investigation activities. A pipe will be installed 
in the ditch alignment to connect the existing upstream and downstream culverts, to facilitate 
drainage of stormwater down the slope and under the new access road. The ditch will then be 
backfilled with clean soil and contoured to match the adjacent ground surface. 
 
A Biological Evaluation of the project, attached, documents the potential presence of such species 
and the project’s potential to affect them. The proposed activities will not affect species listed, 
proposed for listing, or candidates for listing as threatened or endangered by the US Fish & 
Wildlife Service under their authority through the Endangered Species Act. The proposed 
activities will also not affect any cultural resources listed or eligible for listing on the National 



Register of Historic Places, as documented in the attached letter from the Ohio State Historic 
Preservation Office. 

 
Block 19: Project Purpose 
 

The purpose of the project is to conduct interim actions and a Remedial Investigation/Feasibility 
Study as required by a Consent Order for Preliminary Injunction (Consent Order) with the Ohio 
Environmental Protection Agency (OEPA). The Consent Order requires that physical and 
chemical hazards at the site are addressed to protect human health and the environment. As 
described in Blocks 18 and 20, each of the proposed fill activities is a component of the required 
activities defined in the project Work Plan developed for and approved by the OEPA. The 
proposed activities qualify for coverage under Nationwide Permit No. 38, Cleanup of Hazardous 
Waste, based on the requirements of the Consent Order with OEPA Agency. Mitigation is not 
proposed because the wetland fill area (i.e., in Wetland D) is below the mitigation threshold of 
0.10 acre defined in General Condition 23. 

 
Block 20: Reason for Discharge 
 

 A 0.099-acre portion of Wetland D will be filled to promote unimpeded stormwater sheet flow 
across the site and eliminate a potential source of infiltration. The redirected stormwater flow 
will improve water quality as compared to the current uncontrolled condition. 

 
 Stream E will be filled to reduce physical hazards associated with a steep slope above the 

jurisdictional area. The flattened slope will improve physical safety. 
 

 Stream K will be filled and will include a culvert to provide unimpeded drainage across the site 
and build a road to facilitate interim action and site investigation activities. The redirected 
stormwater flow will improve water quality as compared to the current uncontrolled condition, 
and the new road will allow for site investigation activities. 
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